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What	is	
Happening	to	my	
Neighbourhood?	

The	socio-spatial	restructuring	of	
Vancouver,	Calgary,	Toronto,	and	Montréal	
1970	to	2015	
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Larry Bourne, UofT: 
please mention "my deep 
respect for Warren as a 
scholar, a teacher, and as 
an individual; 
his energy, wit and 
insightful barbs were an 
inspiration to many 
colleagues and friends, 
including me. 
It is fitting that they have 
named a lecture series 
after him."	
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How	are		
neighbourhoods		
changing?	

Trends	 Processes	 Conse-
quences	

Policy	
Interven-

tions	
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A	new		
socio-spatial	order		
with	stronger		
(more	rigid)	
divisions,	and	
greater	inequality	
Peter	Marcuse	&	Ronald	van	Kempen,	2000	
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Processes	explaining	the	Trends	

Global	/	National	Forces	
§ 	Globalization	
§ 	Neoliberalism	
§ 	Financialization	
§ 	Economic	Inequality	&	Polarization	

	

What	about	regional	&	local	forces?	
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Processes:		Cause?		Solution?	
Government	/	Governance		

	

Activities	/	
Outcomes	in	4	

Key	Areas		

Income	
Support	

(Tax,	Transfers)	

Effective	Anti-
Discrimination	

Affordable	
Housing	

Labour	
Market		

7 

Neighbourhood Change Research Partnership, University of Toronto www.NeighbourhoodChange.ca

David Hulchanski, December 2017 Page 7 of 46 Contact:  david.hulchanski@utoronto.ca



What	is	happening?	
			
	
Urban	Restructuring	

Economic	INEQUALITY	

Social	&	Ethno-cultural	POLARIZATION		

Spatial	SEGREGATION	&	DISADVANTAGE	
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MACRO	CONTEXT	
	

Income	Inequality	&	Taxes	
Canada	&	its	comparator	nations	

Neighbourhood Change Research Partnership, University of Toronto www.NeighbourhoodChange.ca

David Hulchanski, December 2017 Page 9 of 46 Contact:  david.hulchanski@utoronto.ca



Neighbourhood Change Research Partnership, University of Toronto www.NeighbourhoodChange.ca

David Hulchanski, December 2017 Page 10 of 46 Contact:  david.hulchanski@utoronto.ca



Neighbourhood Change Research Partnership, University of Toronto www.NeighbourhoodChange.ca

David Hulchanski, December 2017 Page 11 of 46 Contact:  david.hulchanski@utoronto.ca



Neighbourhood Change Research Partnership, University of Toronto www.NeighbourhoodChange.ca

David Hulchanski, December 2017 Page 12 of 46 Contact:  david.hulchanski@utoronto.ca



Why	worry	about	more		
rigid	socio-spatial	divisions		
and	greater	inequality?	

“Inequality	promotes	strategies	that	are	
more	self-interested,	less	affiliative,	often	
highly	antisocial,	more	stressful,	and	likely	
to	give	rise	to	higher	levels	of	violence,	
poorer	community	relations,	and	worse	
health.”       –	Richard	Wilkinson,	The	Impact	of	Inequality,	2005:22	
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Why	does	Income	Inequality	Matter?	
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SOCIO-SPATIAL	TRENDS	
	

VANCOUVER,	CALGARY	
TORONTO,	MONTREAL	
1970	-	2015	
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What	can	be	done?	
			
	
Policy	options	

Economic		INEQUALITY	

Socio-spatial		POLARIZATION	/	EXCLUSION	

Spatial		SEGREGATION	&	DISADVANTAGE	

Neighbourhood Change Research Partnership, University of Toronto www.NeighbourhoodChange.ca

David Hulchanski, December 2017 Page 37 of 46 Contact:  david.hulchanski@utoronto.ca



Cause?		Solution?	
Government	/	Governance		

	

Activities	/	
Outcomes	in	4	

Key	Areas		

Income	
Support	

(Tax,	Transfers)	

Effective	Anti-
Discrimination	

Affordable	
Housing	

Labour	
Market		

38 
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“… it was not 
unemployment 
that differen-
tiated the richer 
from poorer 
neighbourhoods.  
 
Rather, it was 
the type of job 
found, 
particularly the 
annual earnings 
generated.” 
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Policy		Options		
for	the	Divided	City		
•  LABOUR	MARKET			
•  HOUSING				
•  INCOME			
•  ANTI-DISCRIMINATION	

____________________________________________________	

1.  Inclusionary	zoning	

2. Rental	housing	rehabilitation		

3. Eliminate	vacancy	decontrol	

4. Maintain	existing	rental	buildings		

5. “Tower	Renewal”	initiative	
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6.  Second	suite	incentive	program	

7.  Encourage	rooming	houses,	SROs,	supportive	housing	

8.  Reduce	parking	requirements	&	related	reg.	reforms	

9.  Prov.	share	of	land	transfer	tax	to	municipalities	

10.  Energy	program	for	low-income	households	

11.  Support	small	independent	neighbourhood	businesses	

12.  Active	social	/	community	development	planning	

13.  	__________________________________	

14.  	__________________________________	

Policy		Options			continued		
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Research	Required	

•  The	analysis	of	power	in	and	over	cities	

•  How	power	is	exercised	by	the	drivers	
that	possess	power	

•  How	the	impacts	of	the	exercise	of	
power	over	cities	can	be	better	guided	

Peter	Marcuse	(2016)		
"For	the	Repoliticization	of	Global	City	Research."	
City	&	Community,	15(2),	116.	
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Urban	Governance:	Justice	Denied	

A	just	city	demands		

“over	and	over,	that	all	

development	be,	at	some	level,	

in	the	service	of	every	one.”	

Mark	Kingwell	(2008)	
“Toronto:	Justice	Denied,	The	Walrus	Magazine,	May.	
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For  fu r ther  in fo rmat ion  

www.NeighbourhoodChange.ca 

Larry Bourne, David Ley, Richard Maaranen, Robert Murdie, Damaris Rose, Alan Walks 
 

Funding: Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada 
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